
Update on Scalzi Riverwalk Nature Preserve by Sue Sweeney 
 
So far this year, at SRNP, things are coming along well.  Our bi-weekly cutting method is 
controlling the Japanese knotweed-- what were massive stands in 2009 have been mostly 
reduced to inches-high re-sprout.  Likewise, the porcelainberry is on the run.  We initially 
estimated at least 5 years for the west bank of the river and then 5 years for the east bank, but we 
seem to be a bit ahead of schedule on the west bank.  Meanwhile, by limiting the amount of 
riverbank under restoration at any given time, the wildlife is flourishing.  This project, of course, 
is first and foremost about the wildlife and the urban residents who enjoy the wildlife.    
 
Our wildlife stars this summer include a mink family, three great white egrets, a green heron, 
several nesting Baltimore oriole families, and, of course, the painted turtles.  The osprey are 
visiting but not yet nesting so the Parks Department is adding an osprey platform in Scalzi Park 
proper as they redo the ballfield lights this summer (using only wildlife-friendly cut off lights). 
More information about the Scalzi Riverwalk Nature Preserve can be found at 
scalziriverwalk.com (Facebook). 
 
At the propagation lab, we started the season with about 600 new seedlings – swamp roses, 
buttonbush, gray birch, meadow rue, wild yam, several helianthus, swamp milkweed, SRNP's 
own eastern figwort (rare in the area), and our particularly lovely joe-pye weed.  Since then, 
we've added cuttings of pussy willow, arrowwood, clethra, silver maple, and winterberry.  In 
addition,we had a quite a few second year swamp roses, buttonbush and helianthus from the 
seeds planted over the winter of 2009-2010. 
 
We sold a few plants at the Bartlett spring plant sale to help reimburse the Bartlett for  
greenhouse supplies.  We distributed some plants to the Friends of Mianus River Park, The Cove 
Island Wildlife Sanctuary Stewardship, and the Stamford Museum and Nature Center.  We've 
already planted about 160 plants at SRNP in 2011 and are adding about a dozen more plants 
every week to fill in the bare areas left by the retreating invasives.   We've also given a few 
choice plants to each of the SRNP volunteers and to a nursery school.  Lastly, the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden's native plant collection has been expanded by the addition of our wild yam, joe-
pye weed, and meadow rue. 
 
The Master Gardeners who have made substantial time contributions to this project in 2011 are 
Marlene Lyons, Jane Dooley, Linda Coven, Jean Masters, Cynthia Bober, Beth Miller, Cee 
Moreyn (Intern), Lisa Shufro (Intern),and Sue Sweeney (Volunteer Head Steward, SRNP).  We 
are also grateful for the help and support of the Bartlett's horticultural experts Eric Morgan and 
Jonathan Borysiewicz, our Master Gardener Program Coordinator Regina Campfield, and the 
City of Stamford's Land Use Bureau and Parks Department. 
 
Again, it was decided from the start that all SRNP Stewardship energy would be devoted to the 
actual project work.  Accordingly, we have no funding, no non-working members, and are not a 
501(c).   Volunteers supply their own tools and materials. 
	



 Bartlett Master Gardener Intern  Lisa Shufro 
removing invasives at  at Scalzi Riverwalk Nature Preserve in Stamford CT.  Japanese 
Knotweed, porcelainberry, and some other nasty invasives are being controlled by bi-weekly 
ground cutting  from May through September. 

 

 Bartlett Arboretum Master Gardener Intern Cee 
Moreyn watering newly-planted native plants at Scalzi 
Riverwalk Nature Preserve in Stamford CT.   Over 200 native plants grown from seed at the 
SRNP Local Genotype  Propagation Lab at the Bartlett  have been installed at Scalzi already 
this season to fill spots left by the retreating invasives. 
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