
 
The Teaching Gardens at the Channel 3 Kids Camp 
 
 
To be successful, outreach programs need to continue to cultivate new members and new ideas to 
sustain and grow year after year.  The Teaching Gardens at the Channel 3 Kids Camp is no 
exception.  The Master Gardeners who volunteer in this program continue to look for new ideas 
to share with the campers who visit annually. 

New Class 
This year, Dr. Lyn Bacon (MG 2010) developed a 
class on nutrition to educate the campers on the 
importance of caloric intake, reading product 
labels and eating healthy. Part of the lesson plan 
allows volunteers from the class to come up and 
build balanced and healthy meals using fruits, 
grains, protein and vegetables.  And after class, 
the campers snack on fresh fruits and produce.   

The class has been offered twice at this writing 
and seems to be a huge success with both campers 
and adults in attendance. 

This important addition joins our classes on seeds, roots, compost, bugs (good and bad), herbs, 
pollination and garden to table. 

 

New Crop ? 
Unfortunately, not everyone enjoys the long wait 
to grow and harvest fresh vegetables.  This year, 
to appease our impatient campers, we planted a 
Ball Garden.  What started out with one stray golf 
ball, has blossomed into more than a dozen orbs 
of various diameters.  They seem to prefer direct 
sunlight and dry soil and with their limited root 
structure, are good neighbors to the flowers 
planted nearby, sharing water and nutrients freely.  
And while other plants require constant vigil for 
pests, to date these remain unharmed. 

 
As with all sections of the garden, constant weeding is required. 



 
Changing of the Guard 
Having an ever vigilant watchdog on site is key to 
discouraging pests from entering and damaging your 
crops.  Each year, the Master Gardener team 
challenges the camp counselors to use their 
imaginations to create a scarecrow for the season.  
This year’s guardian is made from plastics and 
recyclable materials.  Of special interest is the straw 
hat used to protect him from the suns harmful UV 
rays and the empty medicine bottles put to use as 
thighs. 

Kudos to the camp counselors on a job well done. 

 
 
 
Thank you CMGA 
The team at the Teaching Gardens at the Channel 3 Kids Camp would like to thank CMGA for 
their approval this year of our request for grant monies to sustain this program.  This year we 
used these monies to purchase seeds, flowers, potting materials and to upgrade our sprinklers.  
We’ve come a long way since the program kicked off in 2006 due to the many hours of hard 
work of the various Master Gardeners and interns along the way, and through the generous 
support of CMGA. 
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If any MG or intern is interested in joining this team please contact Bill Overton @ 
billdo103@aol.com. We are always looking for new faces and fresh ideas. 
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