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LEAP Project 
 LEAP is a non-profit organization that was founded in 1992 to help New Haven 

children of families falling below the poverty line. They have changed lives providing 

a learning and athletic center for children in the city. And, LEAP had the foresight to 

purchase an adjacent vacant lot to someday establish a garden for the children. But 

there it sat. A vacant lot for many years. Until…  

continued on Page 7 
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 LEAP Project 
(continued from page 1) 
 

 In 2015, a LEAP staff member was 
able to contact Susan Anton through the 
Master Gardener Program. Susan, a 2014 
graduate from the New Haven Extention 
Office class, took a leap of faith. It isn't a 
vacant lot anymore. 
 
 Susan always wanted to work with 
children who had such limited opportuni-
ties to see the beauty we often take for 
granted.  She knew the affect it would 
have on their lives. Children could actually 
see how things grow - including their 
food. 

 
 Clearing out the overgrown, weed 
covered, litter strewn lot was a monumental  
accomplishment in itself. Susan sought the 
help of AMG Cordalie Benoit. Cordalie of-
fered guidance on establishing the garden 
and finding contributions for supplies. LEAP 
offered the first official budget for the pro-
ject - $25. But, an Outreach Grant from 
CMGA helped to make the garden a reality.  
 
 Vicky Ambrosey was the first Master 
Gardener to join Susan and Cordalie  

 
 
working and teaching the 2015 garden classes. 
Those first years it was all up to Susan, Cordalie, 
Vicky and a very dedicated LEAP counselor and 
staff member. 
 
 Susan's husband, Basil, worked on the pro-
ject from the start.  If something needs to be 
done, Basil is there. Neighbors have even pitched 
in weeding, beautifying, and  eradicating inva-
sives. Now there are healthy raised beds, a gar-
den bench, a new pergola this year and hopefully 
a shade garden in 2019. This year MGs Elaine 
Stangland, Sue Rubin and Celeste Suggs, joined 
in.   
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(LEAP continued from page 7) 

           
 The children, ages 6 to 12, participate in one hour 
long weekly classes.  2018 saw over 140 children enjoy 
and learn. They sampled vegetables and herbs that they 
learned to dry, learned what plants need to grow and how 
to care for them. There is such joy in seeing the light in a 
happy child's eyes and their unbridled enthusiasm.  Maybe 
some will grow up to be Master Gardeners. 

 

 We're all so busy - remarka-
ble projects are popping up every-
where.  So finding Master Gardener 
volunteer help has been a challenge 
and more help is needed. And 
greatly appreciated. 
 

  
 
 
 
 From the pictures, it seems 
like a long established outreach 
project,  but remember, it started 
in 2015. Master Gardeners mean 
business ! If you didn't have as 
many pollinators as usual in your 
yard this summer - they're at 31 
Jefferson St. I have never seen so 
many bees and butterflies in one 
place ! 
 
 
 
By Pat Taylor 
CMGA Board member 
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