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  “If  You Build it, They Will Come” 

 
John Vecchitto, Advanced Master Gardener 
 
 Harwinton Library has a new Seed Library filled with great vegtable and 
pollinator seeds from which residents can "withdraw" seeds. It was started by 
Lydia Smith, librarian and Master Gardener, who wanted to open opportunities 
for people throughout the community to have access to seeds for gardening.   
 
How do you create a seed library? 
 
 Contact a library: Find out if your local library will provide a workspace 
and collaboration for storage and seed distribution. Starter money in Harwinton 
of $300 came from a Civic Family Services grant. It paid for signage, brochure, 
packaging, sign-up sheets, and other start-up supplies. The workstation includes 
a sign, a log listing borrowers and what seeds they take, stored seeds, small  
envelopes, and seed brochures. Harwinton uses an old card catalog to house the 
seed packets. It’s sitting on a table accompanied by an added chair.  
 Gather seeds:  You can contact 
seed companies and you will find they 
will often donate some of last year’s 
seed stock.   
 Publicity and Education: A Master 
Gardener offered a class about saving 
seeds at the onset of the seed library  
initiative. Saving seeds for donation is a 
sustainable resource. Also, I obtained a 
Connecticut Master Gardener Association 
grant for a $150 to help us buy and  
restock seeds as well as support ongoing 
costs like more seed saving workshops. 
Recently, I presented a “Companion Planting” workshop at the library, which  
reinforced our project.  A little bit can go a long way.   
 Program Setup: Provide a sign-up log for residents at the workstation 
along with small envelopes for seed they borrow.  Currently, the library is asking 
recipients to take up to 20 seeds of each flower and/or vegetable they wish to 
grow.  It’s an honor system.  One of our local elementary schools, a past CMGA 
grant recipient, has borrowed seeds to begin this year’s plantings.  Everyone 
packs his or her own seeds and signs out what is withdrawn.    
 Monitor demand: The seed library’s inventory is monitored, so new seeds 
can be added as the growing season progresses. Keep reminding the public that 
the seed library is available at the public library. Using social media is a great 
way to keep the idea alive. Currently, 34 people have participated in the seed 
library. 
 
 Starting a seed library is a real bonus for first time gardeners, youngsters, 
educators, civic groups, and senior citizens who want to put their green thumbs 
to work.  Remember, there are plenty of ways to organize it.  Be creative and 
figure out what works for you. For Master Gardeners, it’s a great project with 
lots of spin-off opportunities.  “If you build it, they will come.”  Good luck! 


