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Last fall, as I was dividing the perennials around my yard, it occurred to me that 

the Litchfield office would be a great home for the newly divided plants. As I be-

gan to think more about the beds surrounding The University of Connecticut’s, Li-

tchfield County Extension Center, I was inspired to begin a total renovation of the 

garden area, and I applied for a CMGA grant to help with the new plant materials. 

The project was completed in phases. Step one was to cut back, weed, divide and 

clean up the existing area. The daylily digging turned out to be a huge task, and 

Dave Lewis, Litchfield County Master Gardener Coordinator, and I soon realized 

that we would need multiple days to complete this stage of the project. As the 

days turned colder towards the end of the fall, the ninebarks were cut back, and 

the previously existing perennials from the Litchfield office as well as the new 

plants from my garden were reordered with our plan in mind.  

 

When spring arrived, our requested grant from the Connecticut Master Gardener 

Association was approved. It was time to assemble a work crew to finish the pro-

ject. A few days were spent cleaning up 

the site and preparing the beds. This in-

cluded weeding the area and designing a 

plan for the install of the new plants that 

we acquired with the help of the CMGA 

grant. All of the purchases were made 

with a budget in mind, and an emphasis 

on maintaining low costs for the new ma-

terials. We were lucky to have 5 eager 

workers on the day of the install, Dave 

Lewis, Erick Lukingbeal, Dwight Keeney, 

Douglas Cosentino and myself. Over five 

hours were spent digging, planting and 

mulching the area along with assigning 

watering volunteers for the coming 

months. The project required over 30 

hours to complete. It was a pleasure to 

renovate this site, and we hope that the 

new garden area will make people stop for 

a moment and smile at the colorful beauty 

as they use the Litchfield office.   

 

We truly appreciate the grant and support of CMGA! 

 


