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Putting Knowledge to Work in Your Community 
Kim Kelly, CMGA Grants Coordinator 

 

 You've finished your classroom instruction, made new friends, spent winter months 
dreaming of gardening, and hear about outreach projects. Maybe that's how you heard of 

the Master Gardener program, having seen the results of these amazing projects in your 
community. For others this may be a whole new concept! But not to worry, as passionate 

Master Gardeners present their ideas and projects to the class you will soon be 'hooked'.  
 

 The CMGA has been proudly supporting Master Gardener Outreach projects through 
their grant program for over 17 years. We are working on updating/improving the grant 

application and year end progress reports on our website.  
  

 This year the CMGA has provided grant funding to 8 different outreach projects. 
Some are new projects while others are ongoing, and all are impressive! Here's a quick 

look at the projects funded so far. 
 

Bethel fair- this will be the 13th annual Bethel gardening fair that is held at the Litchfield 

County Extension Center. The fair has become a welcome resource for the community, 
with hands on activities and demonstrations, while highlighting the Master Gardener  

projects at the Center.   
I-Park- A non-profit artist’s retreat center in East Haddam. Master gardeners will design 

and install a medicinal herb garden. 
Peoples Harvest- An educational community garden focused on sustainable agriculture 

and food security, this project is in its 10th year. It continues to be an outdoor classroom 
for youth groups and local organizations while donating all the produce to the soup  

kitchens and food pantries.  
Harwinton Super Saturday- Located at the Harwinton Public Library, the project educat-

ed and assisted school aged children to plant patio tomatoes and learn how to care for 
them at home. 

Bethany Community Garden- A community garden consisting of 40 raised beds  
designed for the mobility impaired and seniors, this project will donate produce to a local 

soup kitchen. Educational programs focusing on Best Management Practices and IPM will 

be provided annually 
Mercy Center- Located at the Mercy Center in Madison, this project will work with the 

children at Our Lady of Mercy School to teach them about organic gardening.  In addition 
work will continue at The Mercy Center in the organic kitchen garden and various garden 

sites around the Center.  This involved a complete greenhouse cleanup as well! 
Goodwin Forest and Conservation Center- In its 10th year, Master Gardeners have 

helped to transform the Center and its grounds into a working classroom focused on native 
plants, ecology, sustainable landscape design and propagation.   

Kid’sPlay Children’s museum- This new project is focused on creating an urban native 
habitat for birds and insects in downtown Torrington. The space will be used for an out-

door classroom, providing opportunity for exploration and observation. 


