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 H.O.P.E. Project 

 Gail Wilson 

 

In 2012 a small group of Ledyard Garden Club members 

embarked on an ambitious project.  We decided to raise 

vegetables to donate to the needy.  None of us were huge-

ly experienced vegetable gardeners but we pooled our 

knowledge and carried on.     

 

 

 

 

Just finding a location was a challenge--we 

needed access to water, some deer protection, 

sun etc.  An area near an old unused school 

was chosen, it was about 24 by 30 feet.  We 

were given some plants and seeds by the 

Southeastern Community Garden Association 

and got started.  The garden was called 

H.O.P.E., an acronym for Helping Other People 

Eat.    

 

 The very first day we worked, several of us were com-

pletely drenched when the water faucet pulled out of the 

building and let go!  That was the first of our water issues, 

which seem to have continued.  We decided to keep our 

donations local and  we brought our beautiful produce to 

the Ledyard food locker where it was gratefully re-

ceived.  We were thrilled to donate almost 350 pounds of 

vegetables, a respectable amount for our first year, we 

thought.    
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2013 has brought more challenges as the town 

moved us to a new location, near our old one but that 

meant starting all over again.  It meant more work but 

it’s a much bigger area, 48’ by 30’ so it is a blessing 

in disguise.    

 

The soil was pretty much compacted sand from gen-

erations of little feet so the first thing we did was beg 

for compost.  People are generous when you ask and 

we had good results, which of course involved lots of 

spreading.   

Our little group of 5 swelled to over 13 and several hus-

bands and a father have contributed immensely, building 

us a beautiful sign, trellises and figuring out a good water-

ing system, as well as roto-tilling.    The students from the 

Agri Science Program at Ledyard High School raised and 

donated many flats of seedlings for us this year.   I am per-

sonally learning lots.  For instance, I now know what a 

manifold is because we had to use two as part of our new 

watering system.  It is a very helpful gadget that splits the 

water from one hose into several hoses, with on-off switch-

es on each--very handy when you have lots of soaker 

hoses and not very much water pressure!  

 

 A $300 grant from the CMGA was a huge help for 

which we are very grateful.    We try to get as much 

as possible at no cost but sometimes you just need 

to spend money.  We are hoping for to be able to do-

nate many more veggies this year--doubling last year 

is our goal.   
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