
In 2009 I began my journey to become a certified 
master gardener and found my gardening passion 
working with native plants in the Richard Haley Na-
tive Wildlife Garden, which is a part of the James L. 
Goodwin State Forest Conservation Education Center 
in Hampton, CT.   

The project, lead by horticultural director  Kim Kelly, 
began six years ago.  In that time, the neglected 
garden, which was overrun by garlic mustard, bitter-
sweet, barberry, burning bush and our very own special invasive, the Amur cork tree, 
has begun an amazing transformation. 
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Master Gardener volunteers design, install and maintain the native gardens and also edu-
cate the public about the ecological and economical benefits of planting native species.   

I chose this outreach project because it is a beautiful, quiet place to be.  The staff at 
Goodwin are very supportive and very generous with their time and knowledge and the 
volunteers are also a wonderful source of information and expertise.   

In four years, I have learned the importance of Latin 
names, formed a non-profit Friends of Goodwin Forest 
group to obtain grants and receive needed funding for the 
gardens and trails, helped expand a seed collecting and 
propagation program, began a larval food garden for     
butterflies.  Current projects include designing and installing 
a children’s discovery trail. 
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The Children’s Discovery Trail is a woodland path that 
will be dotted with native fairy houses and have learning 
stations for children to test their observational skills.  The 
stations are based on environmental education curriculum 
inspired by Project Learning Tree.  Strict building standards 
are in place for our fairy houses: materials have to be nat-
ural, so nothing manmade (except glue if they’re being 
transported); they have to be ‘local’ (you wouldn’t find conch shells on a forest floor);  and 
do not pick living things (although we have transplanted moss for aesthetics).   

This spring, we hosted a horticultural therapy workshop where developmentally disabled 
adults learned to collect materials and build fairy 
houses.  It was a great success and we plan to  
have more workshops in the future.  

Other plans for the trail include installing a sen-
sory garden, creating a building zone for on-site 
fairy house construction, and connecting the trail 
to an existing self-guided forest discovery trail, 
which is also being extended to take visitors 
through wetland areas.   

We are anxious for spring to begin and are looking forward to the annual national trails 
day (the first Saturday in June, this year, June 1st).  Check out the activities we’re offering 
at http://www.friendsofgoodwinforest.com/   If you can’t make it that weekend, we will be 
hosting the June CMGA board meeting on June 4th.  After the meeting, we will have a pot-
luck lunch and give tours of the gardens.  There will also be native plants for sale (they 
are very inexpensive since we want to encourage people to use natives in their gardens!) 
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