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THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

A new gardening season is 
fast approaching. The day
light hours are growing longer, 
the sun is warming the soil 
(we hope) and we are planning 
for that first day when we 
can till our gardens and be
gin planting. What better time 
than now to get together with 
other gardeners at our first 
meeting of the year on 
March 14 to exchange ideas and 
information. I hope that you 
have joined C.AEMG or are plann
ing to and will be with us to 
get the year off to a good 
start. Why not check with 
friends about carpooling. 
Details of our meeting are 
described elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 

The Master Gardener pro
gram is designed to increase 
our knowledge of gardening 
with the expectation that 
we will share it with others. 
Our association has a great 
opportunity to contribute 
to gardening and related 
activities in Connecticut. 
How successful we are will 
depend on the enthusiasm and 
dedication of our members. 
At our meeting you will be 
able to suggest activities 
for the association and indi
cate committees on which you 
would like to serve. Bring 
your ideas to share with us. 

-Robert McNeil, President 

Ona licLaugh ! In 

81 CAEMG MEMBERS TO DATE 

Bob McNeil requests that you call 
ahead if you are attending this 
meeting. Please call the Middle
sex Extension Office at 345-4511 
between 8:30 and 4, Hon.-Friday. 
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WARN I NG 411 WARN I NG• WARN I NG• WARN I NG 

This may be last CAEMG newsletter 
you will receive UNLESS you send 
your $5.00 dues to Wendy Maxwell, 
79 Howard Street, New Haven, CT 
065 l 9. 
Only paid members will get the May 
issue of the newsletter. YOU HAVE 
BEEN DULY \.JARNED: 

··· c______ 
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LAST CHANCE FOR CERTIFICATION 

tf you have taken the Master Gardener 
course but have NOT completed your vol
unteer hours, all is not lost. The 
CAEMG is going to have some splendid 
opportunities to volunteer, do inter 
esting work, and meet fascinating peo
ple. It's not too late to do those 
hours and get fully certifiedl Call 
Bob McNeil (phone number on next page) 
and he 1 1 l explain how to sign up. 



FOR YOUR BULLETIN BOARD 

Bob. McNeil 
16 Damon Heights Rd. 
Niantic, CT 06357 
739-5134 

Wendy Maxwe 11 (b o,-.>IJEI..L)J) 
79 Howard Ave. 
New Haven, CT 06519 
562-823 1 

Jean Patrice Sparkes 
14 Falls Bashan Road 
Moodus, CT 06469 
873-1355 

1-,f'I' ·!mar i e Gods ton 
87 Meadowgate 
Wethersfield, CT 06109 
563 -4335 

Jeanne R. Chesanow 
214 Cornwall Ave. 
Cheshire, CT 06410 
272-1131 

Latif Lighari 
Middl e sex Extension Office 
1066 Saybrook Rd., Box 70 
Haddam, CT 06438 
345-4511 

·rhe above are your officers plus the news
letter editor and 1 iason person (between 
the CAEMG and the Extension Services). We 
plan to have a directory of all members 
complete with information about each per
son 's interests. look for this in the fall. 
Sign-up sheets at the next two meetings will 
give you a chance to list your inter ests. 

WE'LL BE FAIRFIELD-BOUND for our SEPTEMBER 
MEETING. WHERE SHALL WE MEET? AT THE 
EXTENSION SERVICE? OR? PROGRAM? ?? 

Please give us your thoughts at the March 
meeting so we can plan ahead. 

HE-E-£-E-RE'S JEANNIE! 

Moodus, CT- When Jean Sparkes entere d the 
Middlesex County Master Gardener class of 
1987, she didn't knov1 that it would lead 
to a job offer and a new career. 

A former art therapist for severely 
handicapped children, Jean worked this 
past summer as a landscape designer for 
fel 101" Master Gardener and professional 
landscaper George Johnson. Johnson hired 
her when he saw samples of her drawing, 
She subsequently has appled to the Uni
versity of Connecticut School of Architec
t ure, where she hopes to work course by 
course toward a doctorate in l andscape 
architecture. 

i\n avl d gardener, Jean 1-1orkea with 
her father, also a landscaper, as a child. 
Before moving to Moodus, she and her hus
band Robert owned a farm where Jean ran a 
farm stand. 

She is the mother of 3-year-o l d Meghan, 
2-year-old Lauren and newborn Ryan Austin. 
Jean said she volunteered for the job of 
secretary because she wants to stay ln 
touch with the Master Gardener program 
while pursuing her studies. 

-Ona Mclaughlin-

EDITOR'S NOTE: Jean has drawn the l ogo 
for this edition of our newsletter.She 
c;:omments, 11 (Since) we ,are an extension 
of the Master Gardening program of UConn, 
I thought that a smal 1 sunflo1.,,er along 
with the larger one would describe our 
organization in an effective way." 

If any member has an idea for a logo 
for the CAEMG (but can't drawL write to 
Jeannie and she'll translate your idea in 
to a dra1-1ing. In Decer:nber ~ve1 11 vote on 
a permanent logo, choosing one from all 
those submttted . DEADLINE FOR LOGO IDEAS: 
OCTOBER 1, 1988. 

CARPOOLS ARE FORMING 

lf you 1d like to attend the March meet
ing, &ut need a ride, please call Bob or 
Wendy; They have the list of members and 
may·bd able to help you. DRIVERS for the 
Non,,i ch meeting in June;· send your names to 
,Jeanne, She'll list you in the May newsletter 
so that others can call you for rides. 

-z-



GENE WHAPLES WILL SPEAK 

Dr. Gene Whaples wi 11 be the speaker 
at the March 14th meeting of the 
CAf.MG. He is the Assistant Director 
of the Cooperative Extension Service 
at the University of Connecticut. Dr. 
Whaples is expected to describe the 
relationship between the CAEMG and 
the Cooperative Extension Service, 
and to tell us a bit about the his
Lory of the Master Gardening pro
gram in Connecticut. 

·;'c 

OUR FIRST PROJECT 7 

Bob McNei 1 got an interesting letter 
recently, a request to the CAEMG to 
participate in an important volun
teer project. Members of the CAEMG 
would be involved in planning a large 
garden and working with special child
ren. This could be our first pro
ject and an exciting one It would be! 
Several members will take a trip to A. 
in late February to look over the 
situation. By the March meeting n~re 
details of this project wi 11 be re
vealed for members to consider. Are 
you intrigued? Come to the March 
meeting and find out more about this 
venture. 

NEW LONDON COUNTY HGs 

Gardeners from the 1987 class who com
pleted their classroom work and their 
volunteer hours are: LYNN RINEK (Water
ford), EVE HORELlK (Baltic), MARCIA 
HAYNES {Coventry), MARGOT HALLETT 
(Hampton), NANCY WOLFF ( Old Lyme), 
SHARON lf\RSON ( former 1 y of Groton, now 
living in Pittsfield, MA 1-Jhere she is 
volunteering in their program). Con
gratu l ations to all of these new Mas
ter Gardeners and thanks to ARLENE 
HARTMANN for supplying this list. 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY 

We have received word that there were 
new Master Garden e rs in Fairfield Coun
ty but the list of names had not been 
received as we went to press. Maybe 
next issue. 

REGIONAL MEETING 

Ac cording to Bob Taylor, one of our mem
bers , there will be a regional meeting 
of Master Gardeners in Rhode Island in 
Oct ober 1988 . More details will follow 
in the Hay issue of this newsletter. 

* 

SPREADING THE WORD 

News releases went out to all the major 
papers in CT, telling of the formation 
of the CAEHG. A few of the papers print
ed at least part of the release. Have 
you noticed any such items in the papers 
you read? 

* 

BYLAWS COMMITTEE 

This committee deserves commendation 
for their hard ,.,rork in coming up with 
a set of bylaws. (These were amended 
and approv~d at our last meeting). For 
their hard work we thank the officers 
and the other members of this committee: 
!LONA SINGMAN (Brookfield Center), FRED 
BABBITT (South Windsor), MARGOT HALLETT 
(Hampton), and G.AIL CONWAY (Roxbury), 

SHOW AND TELL 

Actually the table at the last meeting 
was for viewing only (no one had to get 
up and tell about what they brought). 
There were some splendid photographs 
taken at the national meeting and some 
brochures, articles, etc. of interest 
to Master Gardeners . We hope to have 
a 11sharing table 11 at each meeting: bring 
1"1hatever you would like to share wi th 
your fellow Master Gardeners. 

PLANT OBSERVERS STILL NEEDED 

If you have the stamina and the time to 
look for 2000 plants and note if they 
are flourishing in your area, you may 
want to volunteer for this national project 
which will result in a new, accurate (un
like the two now in-use) hardiness map. 
Write to Plont Performance Guide, US Nation
al Arboretum, 3501 New York Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20002. 

-3 -



PUTTING PESTICIDES IN PERSPECTIVE 

by Ga i I Co I I ins 

Speaking at the National Mast e r 
Gardener Conference held in Washing
ton DC in October 1987, Gary Clayton, 
director of Technical Services for 
the Professional Lawn Care Associa
tion of America, spoke to conferees 
about the safe and sane use of pest
icides. He stressed the need to de
polarize the issue of pesticide ap
plication, the importance of applica
tion standards, and the role of mas
ter gardeners as educators, 

Depol ar ization 

11 There are people who want to 
give us a check and say, 1 Make my 
lawn look good'. They want ser
vice and don't care about the pro
duct,"Clayton said . "These are not 
1 ikely to be the same people who 
appear at public. hearings to pro
test the use of chemicals by lawn 
care companies," 

To help move beyo~d impasses 
created by such different priori
ties, Clayton proposed that obje c t
ive information about pesticide 
use be 0101·e readily available . He 
cited Lawn Care Chemicals, What 
Consum~Needto Know , pubTTsh
ed by the American~ncil on Sci
ence and Health, as an example. 
One of the conferees, a pesticide 
applicator, immediately stated 
that the booklet didn't present 
a balanced viewpoint, thus i 1 lu
strating the objectivity problem! 

Another way to depolarize pest
icide application issues amounts 
to changing the negative percep
tion of pesticides . Clayton sug
gested tha~ pesticides be thought 
of as "plant pharmaceuticals", a
vailable to treat ailing plants, 
controlled and perhaps dispensed 
like prescription medications. 

Individuals as well as lawn 
care companie s should post stan
dard warning si g ns ~t t h e t ime of 
pesticide appliaction as a means 
of sharing the responsibility for 
their use, he concluded . 

Stand a rds 

Clayton stressed the Lawn Care 
Association 1 s related objective s 
of minimum pesticide use and in
tegrated pest management. Acer
tified hazardous waste technician, 
he advocated national or state 
certification for applicators, 
citing Pennsylvania and Indiana 
as progressive in their appli c at
or licensing programs. On-the
job experience, the ability to 
r e cognize situations wher e and 
when an application shouldn' t be 
made, and e mergency preparedness 
training should be part o f li
censing programs. 

Education 

Master Gardeners can t a ke the 
initiative in r e aching the esti
r1ated 51 mi 11 ion lawn owners who 
need better consumer information. 
By teaching plant monitoring tech
niques and ways of avoiding panic 
reactions t o lawn and garden prob
lems, experiences gardeners can 
help reduce the amount of pesti
cide abus e . 

Further, Master Gardeners can 
insist on responsible advertising 
of pesticides, an.cl can promot e 
label improvements such as the 
prominent display of the EPA pro
duct identity number . They can 
encourage manufacturers to use 
returnable containers, and push 
for central collection centers 
for pesticides (such as those 
now used in Florida) instead of 
relying on a one- or two-day 
srecial collection of hazardous 
materials. Master Gardeners can 
also question lawn care companies 
about their employee training 
and equipment car e . Is tank rinse 
wat~r recycl e d? How are tank con
tents disposed of? 

Finally, Master Gardeners should 
continue to stress the many altern
ative ways of solving plant problems. 

-~-



THE OPINIONATED GARDENER by Geoffrey 
Charlesworth 

Book Review: 
Geoffrey Charlesworth hates 115ilk underwear, 
late-night banquets, and lying on the beach." 
To him, "being happy is dirt under your fin
gernails, wearing old clothe5, ..• giving 
plants away, and listening to rain," Does 
Geoff sound like your kind of person, a kin
dred spirit, a fellow gardener? Indeed he 
is and an elegant writer to boot. Many of 
Geoff's opinions concern rock garden plants, 
but even if you don't know a draba from a 
drachma, his book will fascinate you. This 
beautiful hardcover book, published by Go
dine, has intricate drawings by laura Louise 
(Timmy) Fost er. CAEMG members have been 
offered a special price--Sl2.50ppd-- (reg
ular price is $16.95);send your check to 
Norman Singer, HC66,Box 114, Sandisfield, 
MA 01255, 

BECOME A CHARTER MEMBER 

57 people have already become Charter Mem
bers of the CAEMG! If you are a certified 
Master Gardener and would like to join, 
please send your dues to Wendy Maxwell, 79 · 
Howard Street, New Haven, CT 06519. 

$5,00 wi 11 ~et you a membership in an organ
ization that offers meetings 1,;ith interest
ing speakers, activities, rewarding volun
teer opportu nitie s, and a chance to enjoy 
the company of others who share your inter
ests. 

BULLETIN::::! 81. yes, 81 people have be
come Charter Members! (Wendy just called.) 

From the editor•s desk •.• 

A MAJOR MISCALCULATION on my part meant that 
a lot of you got your newsletters late last 
time. I had no idea how long a bulk mai 1 ing 
takes to arrive! Thank you to all who called 
or wrote me--1 got a chance to become aquaint 
ed with several members in that way. A spec
ial thank-you to Grace Bishop whose note ex
pressed understanding {~bout the lateness of 
her newsletter) and encouragement for the 
future of the CAEMG. With members like that 
we can't go wrong! 

Do any of you have news that you'd I ike to 
share with other members? Have you gotten 
an article published, grown a new kind of 
radish, heard a great speaker? Tell us 
about it . We'll print your news items in 
the next newsletter . 

Just as I was typing this page. Wendy Maxwell 
called to say that 24 more people had sent 
dues. She is getting 10 or more checks a 
day right now and predicts that by the time 
we meet in March--the Jl1th , remember?-- we 
wi l 1 be 100 strong! Our goal is 200 so keep 
those dues coming in. 

We can rejoice that the plant breeders who 
gave us disease-resistant tomatoes now pro
mise to give us back the tomato taste they 
took away. Scientists at one plant bio
technology company have found the 6 genes 
which control taste. By doing gene mapping 
on leaves of tomato seed! ings they can de
termine hm,i many ''tasty genes" each has. 
The new tomatoes of 1989 will be resistant 
to disease, handsome in appearance and best 
of al 1 vd 11 taste delicious, 

-Jeann; ~- Chesanow-

--------------~----------~-~-------------------------------------------------------~---------
Yes, I am a fully certified Master Garde ne r and would like to beco me a charter member of the 
Connecticut Association of Extension Master Gardeners. Enclosed is $5,00, rny dues for one 
year. 

Name ----------------------------------
Address -------------------------------

Interests ·. 

-5-
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Officers 
Robert Mc Neil, Pres . 
Annemarie Godston, VP 
Jean P. Sparkes, Sec 1 y 
Wendy Maxwell, Treas. 

VOLUME NUMBER 3 

THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

MAY 1988 

Our March meeting in New Haven 
was held on a cold rainy night with 
flurries of .snow which may have I im
ited the attendance. However, we 
managed to take care of a number of 
organizational matters and enjoy a 
talk by Dr. Gene Whaples, Assist
ant Director of the Cooperative : 
Extension Service at the Universi
ty of Connecticut, on the past, pre
sent, and future of the Master Gar
dener program. 

Our next meeting on June 14th 
at the New London County Extension 
Service Office in Norwich should be 
held under much more enjoyable 
weather cond i tions with the long, 
warm summer days approaching and 
the gardening season in full swing. 
I invite you to break away from 
gardening activities and enjoy the 
company of other Master Gardeners. 
If you are driving some distance 
and have the time, why not invite 
your spouse or a friend to see some 
of the sights in southeastern Con
necticut. They will be most wel
come at the meeting. See the notice 
about the meeting elsewhere in the 
newsletter for details. 

Compost is a gardener's best 
friend. It wil l be the program 
topic of the meeting as we describe 
to you a Master Composter program 
in New London county. We think you 
will be interested in this un i que 
project. 

Robert McNeil, President 

Newsletter 
Jeannl Chesanow, Ed. 
Nancy Wolff, Asst. Ed. 

210 CAEMG MEMBERS 

NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING 

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON 
JUNE 14th, 1988 at the NEW 
LONDON COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE 
IN NORWICH. 7:00 PM snacks 
7 :30 meeting begins 
(map and directions 

R.S.V.P. 

On page 5 of this newsletter we have 
put a tear-out slip. Please use it 
to let us know how many of you will 
be coming to the June meeting. Guests 
are welcome, as Bob has said in his 
column. Y'all come! 

DRIVERS 

BOB SHERMAN (Ki l lingworth) 663-2345 
DAN NOEL (Manchester) 646- 2421 

If you live near Bob or Dan, give a 
call and reserve your ride to the 
June meeting. 

If you would like to drive people to 
the September meeting in Fairfield 
County, please call or write Jeanne 
Chesanow. The names of these drivers 
will appea r in the August newsletter. 



FAIRFIELD COUNTY MG'S 1987 

Congratulations to all who complet
ed the course and volunteer hours 
and received cert i f icates in 1987: 
Janelle Beardsley (West Haven), Al
exander Bills (St amford), Vincent 
Camperchiol i (New Milford), Susan 
Carrol I (Fairfield), Beverly Center 
(New Milford), Gail Conway (Roxbury), 
Kevin Fritch (Thomaston), Alice 
Garrard ( Ridgefield), Mary Ellen 
Hoff ( Danbury), Claire Kenny (Nor
walk), Kathryn Leasure (Beth l ehem), 
Naureen Noseworthy (Lakeside), John 
Padbury (Old Greenwich), Deborah 
McIntire (Trumbull), Lynn Hardiman 
(Shelton) . Well done ! Here's a star 
for you * 

HURRAH FOR GEORGE ZIPP 

George , who l ives in Old Lyme, got 
his Maste r Gardener certif i cate in 
1987 but yot left off the New London 
County 1 ist. So he gets this space 
a 11 to hi mse 1 f. Cheers! 

HONEYSUCKLE SIPPING 

Jeanne Chesanow got a note from Ray 
A. McNeilan, Extension Agent and 
State Master Gardener Program Leader 
for Oregon. He wrote to comment on 
her recently published book HONEY
SUCKLE SIPPLNG: THE PLANT LORE OF 
CHILDHOOD. (Down East Books, the pub -
1 isher, had sent him a review copy) . 
McNeilan said, 11 (It is) the kind of 
writing that can effectively bring 
people back to the wonder of plants 
and of nature. Yesterday I sent the 
book home with one of my Master Gar
dener s who has children ages 3 and 
4, ju s t the right ages to start pick
ing petal s off the daisies. Thank 
you for the opportunity to read you 
marve lou s book and to be taken again 
to the magic of using plants for 
games . Good luck with your writin g 
car ee r." 

-2-

(Honeysuck le Sipping , 201 pages, 
softbound , $10.95 + $1.50 , by 
mai 1 from Down East Books, Box 679, 
Camden, ME 04843.) Jeanne will be 
happy to inscribe your copy . 

CAEMG1 S CLASSY CLASSIFIEDS 

WANTED: A used tractor with three 
point hitch, and front end loader. 
Call or write Janelle Beardsley, 
c/o Beardsley , 276 Leavenworth Rd., 
Shelton, CT 06484. Tel. 929-3080. 

CAEMG CHAMPAGNE RECIPE 

A bit of the bubbly was consumed 
by the daring at our last meet 
in g, Late r they discovered that 
the private stock " champagne" was 
absolutely non - intoxicat ing, , 
Simply mix equzl p~rts of white 
grape juice and grapefruit flavor
ed sparkl ing water. Chi l l and 
serve with panache (or penuche) . 

MOUNTAIN LAUREL LOGO 

This issue ' s logo is based on an 
idea of Bob Taylor's --to have 
the CT state flower on our logo. 
Jeanne Chesanow sketched it and 
hopes it is in some way similar to 
what Bob had in mind. Eventually 
we will vote on a permanent logo 
and motto. Then we' ll go to town, 
put it on our newsletter, station ery, 
tee-shirts, badges, scarves, neck
laces, bracelets, towels, washcloths, 
hats, bibs, aprons, pillows, bumper 
stickers. Then in 1989 we'll all 
show up at the national meeting in 
Oregon with logo stickers all ove r 
ou r luggage. 

AUGUST !--LAST CHANCE TO SUBMIT YOUR 
IDEA FOR A LOGO 
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into the black gold. We CAEMG members \!•~•/(!->~ _ , 
are lucky to be invited to share in Bob's 1ct,~1-,_0 
expertise. At the June program he wi 11 ~ 
describe the Master Composter project 
which he coordinates. 

Bob writes: 11Tt=ie Master Composter Project 
is ongoing in New London County this year. / 
Funded by the DEP through the University / 
of Connecticut Cooperative Extension Service, the program is a pilot, one of only 
two in the United States (the other one is in Seattle), hopefully to be emulated 
by communities everywhere. Forty-five volunteers have taken a four-week course 
in composting and will spend the rest of the year educating people to ,compost their 
yard wastes instead of sending them to the landfill. We have set up demonstration 
s ites in five locations in our county and have built compost bins for the public 
to use. 11 

ATTENTION ALL MASTER GARDENERS-IN-TRAINING , you have been sent this issu e of the 
CAEMG newsletter to let you know about the state organ iz ation you can join if you 
finish your volunteer hours and become certified. We invite you to come to our 
June meeting and see what we're all about. In Septemb e r we will be meeting in 
Fairf ie ld County and by that time perhaps a number of you will want to become mem
bers. It's just $5.00 a year. You will get four copies of the newsletter and a 
chance to meet other Master Gardeners, hear speakers, to ur gardens, and do lots of 
other enjoyable things. Worth every penny . Hang in there! We'll be thinking of 
you as you answer the phone and give talks • Many of the Master Gardeners go on 
to businesses, other volunteer activities, or careers that started with their 
Master Gardener course. And, of course, the people that you meet are great, all 
gardening enthusiasts. 

We look forward to seeing you at our meetings and hope you wi 11 become pa rt of 
CAEMG. 



( 
' 

COME EARLY, HAVE SOME FUN BEFORE THE 
MEETING: MAKE A DAY OF IT 

by Bob Mc Ne i 1 

As suggested in The President's 
Corner, feel f r ee to bring a spouse 
or friend to do some sightseeing be
fore the meeting. Places of horti
cultural interest include the Hark
ness Memorial Gardens in Waterford 
(Exit 75 off 1-95) . Go 3 or 4 miles 
and ask directions at the Waterford 
Pol ice Station.),the Connecticut 
Arboretum at Connecticut College 
in New London (Exit84 off 1-95) 
and the Rose Garden in Norwich 
(Exit 8JE off 1-95). 

For sightseeing and recreation 
there are the Mystic Seaport, Olde 
Mistick Village, and the Mystic 
Aquarium at Exit 90 off 1-95, Ocean 
Beach in New London (Exit 75 off 1-
95: through Waterford , o Ocean Ave. 
1n New London), Rocky Neck State 
Park in East Lyme ( Exit 72 off 1-
95, and the Nautilus Memorial (Rte . 
12) in Groton. 

A number of excellent restaur
ants and fast food places are avail
able for d inner at Exit 90 (off 1-95) , 
on Route 12 from Groton to Norwich 
and Route 32 from New London to Nor
wich . 

* 
We are looking for association 

activities so br in g them with you. 
We also need volunteers for the Nom
inating, Auditing, and Finance 
Commi ttees . 

look forward to seeing you 
on June 14th in my bailiwick. 
We are hoping for a large turn
out. 

- 4-
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WENDY MAXWELL, RENAISSANCE WOMAN 

Wendy Maxwell, CAEMG's treasurer, 
is a woman of the 21st century. We 
know her as our efficient treasurer, 
but she has many irons in the fire. 
She produces and directs a call-in 
radio program, Family Talk, which 
airs on Sunday evenings from 10 PM 
to midnight. The program is sponsor
ed by Covenant House, the nation
wide organization that helps runa
way children, ~his job means that 
Wendy spends lots of time on Amtrak 
between New Haven and Manhattan ev
ery .·week. 

Wendy got interest ed in plants and 
gardens when she was a child, learn
ing from her mother and grandmother , 
She became a Master Gardener in 1987 
(New Haven County). At that time 
she was in business at the Old Clin
ton Road Farm in Westbrook. For 
three years she . had a retail bus i
ness there -- herbs, dried flowers, 
wreaths, etc. 

This summer she will be growing 
flowers for a ·spec~al occasion, 
her wedding in early September! 

We congratulate her and congratu
late ourselves for electing her 
our Treasurer. 

by Jeanne Chesanow 

Annemarie Godston, our Vice Presi
dent, will be profil ed in our next 
issue (August). 



PLANT SCIENCE DAY 

The Connecticut Agricultural 
Experiment Station's Plant 
Science Day will be held on 
Wednesday August 10th from 
10 to 4 at their f a rm on 
Evergreen Avenue in Hamden. 
(One block west of Whitney 
Ave.) Scientists will be 
available to explain their 
research projects o There 
will be special speakers at 
lunch time. In past years 
some research plots have 
dealth with mulches, corn, 
art ichokes, dutch elm disease . ' insect predators, and Christ-
as trees. For more informa
tion call Paul Gough 789-7223 0 

REGIONAL MEETING 

The meeting of Master Gardeners 
from the northeast region of the 
U.S. is still on fo r October in 
Rhode Island, but we have had 
no more information. P·erhaps 
at our June meeting we will get 
more details. 

JUNE MEETING 

Will you be at our June meeting 
in Norwich? Pl ease let us know 
so we can roll out the ' red car
pet for you (and your guest(s)) . 

!1 
I 
I 

i 

From the Editor's Desk •.. 

The quote about compost on page 3 of 
this newsletter is from a book review 
in Fine Gardening a new magazi ne pub-
1 ished by the Taunton Press. PO Box 
355, Newtown, CT 06470. $20.00 a year, 
six issues. The magazine is reader
written, so if you have something to 
write about, send them your manuscript 
and photos. The first issu e had art
icles such as: Two French Beans, Jap
anese Beetles, and Boxes and Trellises. 

Since HONEYSUCKLE SIPPING was mentioned 
earlier, perhaps I shou ld list a few of 
the things that are in my book: Willow 
Whistles, Puffer Bellies (sedum leaves), 
Fighting Violets, Lady in the Bath 
(bleeding heart), Little King Story 
(told with pansy), Cattail Leaf Ducks, 
Pumpkin Leafstalk Trombones and hun
dreds more amusements with plants, as 
to 1 d to me· l:ly more than 200 people from 
all pa'.ts of the U.S. and four other 
countries. Teachers and parents (or 
grandparents) are re-introducing child
ren to these old-time customs, toys and 
games. 

Gardening keeps you young--1 had heard 
this saying and now have proof that it 
is true. I sent for Rakestraw's plant 
catalog .a nd when l got my copy there 
was a handwritten note in the front. 
"This is our last catalog. Mr. Rake
straw is 95 so we are trying to phase 
out our mail order and sell from the 
yardo" The Rakestraws are not giving 
up gardening or selling--only the mail 
order end of the business. More power 
to you, Mr. Rakestraw! 

------------------- -- ·-
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WE HAVE MEMBERS FROM A TO 2: Doris Adams to George 
Zipp, and almost every letter in between . 

Nine months old and sti 11 growing! 

Keeping the Master Gardener tradition alive and 
wel 1 in Connecticut. 

THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Halfway through our first year 
it might be appropriate to review 
the past and look at the future. 
I have been very impressed by the 
fact that over 200 Master Garden
ers have joined the CAEMG. The 
officers and executive board have 
worked on organizational matters 
and programs for meetings. Jeann6 
Chesanow, with limited help, has 
published several issues of an 
excellant newsletter. 

Our progress to date has re
sulted from the efforts of a 
relatively few members. To 
become a really effective.organ
ization we need input from each 
of you. Check the purpose of the 
CAEMG as stated in our by-laws and 
bring your ideas for activities to 
the next meeting at Bethel on 
September. 14. 

One project we can support is 
the Northeast Regional Master 
Gardener Conference to be held 
at the University of Rhode Island 
on October 27-29. Information 
can be found elsewhere in the news
letter. If enough sign up per
haps we can travel as a Connec
ticut delegation by bus or train. 
Let us know what you think. 

See you September 14 in Bethel. 
Robert McNeil, President 

NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING 

PROGRAM: ORGANIC GARDENING 

We are fortunate to be able to 
have Alton Eliasson speak to us 
about ORGANIC GARDENING, a topic 
that interests all of us. 
Pl ease come on Sept. 14 to hear 
him. 



A VEEP WITH CLASS 

St y lP, talent, and achicvcmcn t-
Anneniarie Godston's got 'em al I. 
An account of her activities would 
fi II a book--a women's investment 
group, guide dog program, high 
school curriculum committee, Safe
Rides, Literacy Volunteers of Amer
ica, countless church committes, 
and Master Gardener. 

Annemarie finished the MG pro
gram in 1987 and now gardens and 
consults for the Deane-Webb- Stevens 
Museum Houses in Wethersfield, The 
Museum has embarked on a project of 
research and planning to'do v historic 
Master Plan of the gardens lwith 
Rudy J. Favretti, landscape archi
tect). Annemarie, who will be doing 
the initial plan of the existing 
sites, ts available to give talks 
about the project. If your club 
would be interested In inviting 
her to speak, for a nomlal fee 
she wi 11 d~scribe this fascinating 
project. 

LINDA ROSINSKY submitted this logo 
(and three more). Thanks, Linda. 
All lo gos will be on display at our 
December meeting and we will vote 
for our favorite. 
Send all logo ideas to Jeanne Chesa
now, 214 Cornwall Ave. Cheshire, 06410. 

'L 

CA[MG COMMITTELS 

Public Relations 
Fred Babbitt, Chairman 
Margo Hallett 
Bob Sherman 

Community Outreach 
Bob Taylor, Chairman 
Lynn Rinek 
Judith Spivey 
Nancy Wolff 
Marilyn Yates 

Program Committee 
Marie Dube, Chairman 
Enid Sherman 
Moha!Tflled Dhinbil 

Nominating 
Jeann~ Chesanow 
Bob Dennis 
Jessie Dennis 
Bob Sherman 

Auditing 

We have a fine committee -but I don't have 
the names at this time. See next 
issue of the newsletter. 

THREE CHEERS FOR ALL THE MEMBERS WHO 
VOLUNTEERED TO SERVE ON COMMITTEES! 

Your name can appear on one of these 
lists. Just volunteer for something 
that interests you and we'll add your 
name to the list of CELEBRITIES. Don't 
pass up a chance for fame. 

* "' 
RHUBARB PUNCH 

1¼ pounds of rhubarb 
l quart water 
:1¼ cups sugar 
1/3 cup orange Juice 
Equal amount gingerale 

* 

Cook rhubarb in the quart water; put 
through a sieve. Add sugar, orange 
Juice, gingerale. Chill. 
Place punch in your best punch bowl 
and savor on a hot summer day. 

Thanks to Arlene Hartmann for the re
el pe. 



FIRST NORTHEAST REGIONAL MASTER 
GARDENER CONFERENCE: Oct. 27-29 

Kingston, RI: Master Gardeners 
from Maine to Virginia are in
vited to attend this first re
gional conference at the Uni
versity of Rhode Island. The 
theme will be Safer Smarter Gar-
dening. --- --

Friday the 28th will be 
devotee to speakers and Satur
day the 29th to tours, includ
ing a tour to the topiary gar
den Green Animals. 

Among Friday 1 s speakers 
will be Jim Wilkinson on Pest
icides .ao..d. Pub) jc Po} icy, Ernest 
Wasson on Pruning Basics, Wm. Al
bin on Lands cape Malntenanoe 
Shortcuts, Tom Green on 1PM, 
Lucy Leske and Edwin Safford 
on How to Get Your Garden Writ-
1!!.9. Into Print, Tom Fournieron 
C~nposting fQ.r_ Large Gardens, 
Dr. Noel JacKson on Low-Mainten
~ Lawn Care , our own Bob Mc 
Neil on the CT Master Composter 
Program , Dr. Irene Stuckey on 
Wildflower Gardening. The last 
"speaker" of the day will give 
a big WOOF or maybe ARF. He is 
Darryll the Termite Detecting 
Dog who will demonstrate his 
ski 11 ! 

Cocktails and dinner at 
the Dutch Inn in Galilee, RI 
will help round off the day, 
ending with a program by Adelma 
Simmons of Caprilands Herb Garden 
i n Coventry, CT. 

Running concurrently with 
the talks will be a program for 
extension staff and volunteer 
leaders on the concerns of run
ning a volunteer organization. 

For registration packets. 
write to Conference Planning 
Committee, CE Education Center, 
Greenhouse Conservatory, URI, 
Kingston, RI 02881-0804. 

Bob w i l 1 lli. to have some reg i -
stration forms at the September 
meeting too . 

(No prices available at this 
time.) 

.. ,, -.,.. , . .. 11,,-... ---~ .. ~ -~--1'1· ~,.....,.~~..f'•"~•" •·· · ·• •··-···· · ·-·-,· ,,. •.o::~· .,, .• ~ 
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK .•••.•..•... 

We Nutmeggers will have two long ta
bles for our state exhibit at the URI 
conference. What to put on display? 
Bob Taylor is making a folding bul
letin board for pictures, brochures, 
copies of our newsletter, etc. What 
else should we brinu for this table? 

For the second table we had thought 
we might bring garden-related crafts 
to display and sell (10% to go to 
the conference organizers to help de
fray their costs). They have given 
us a happy thumbs-up on that idea. 
Herbs (dried or fresh), dried flow
ers, baskets, etc.etc. all would be 
fine. 

The Inner-City Co-op Farm In 'New 
Haven . is having problems --vegeta
bles are being stolen. This food is 
supposed to be only for members of 
the co-op, each of whom works in the 
garden two hours a week. The garden 
has also been .vandalized with plants 
being ripped up and left to die.What 
a waste! These people need this food 
and they have worked for it. The Co
op could put up a barbed wire fence 
for $1100. By the time you read this 
maybe they will have raised that sum, 
but here's the addre~~: 400 Columbus 
Avenue, New Haverf.~5 N"ore Information 
about the co-op is available by call
ing 777-8613. (Joe Moye runs the farm.) 

Vandalism of crops is more obscene 
than any graffiti on walls. Don't 
you agree? 

Coming in the November newsletter--
a rundown on all the bills that w·ill 
be coming up before the state legis
lature in 1989 on topics of interest 
to us Master Gardeners. Lorraine 
Rizzo suggested this and Gail Collins 
wi 11 be preparing the article. After 
that what we choose to do about these 
proposed laws is up to us to decide. 
Our group has the potential for mov
ing in many directions ( but not al 1 
at once and not spread too thin!) 

· • • ~. '14't _ ~ 

;.-_ ' 
- '~-..... ~(? .•• .. ~ ~ ·:.~~7 :·~ • .. ·---: - -.. 

••• ,~ .... :..:· .. '. ~--·.:. .... ..-t?.l: •,'\.,. ~ 



4 

Composting-The Enc~~ The 
Beginning? 

On June 14th, all those who 
attended the Master Gardener 
meeting were lucky to hear Bob 
McNeil speak on one of his 
latest projects-composting. 
Compost is a dark, crumbly and 
earthy matter. People should 
compost as a means of recycling 
as well as having a wonderful 
by-product for your garden . 

The project in N~rwich is 
similar to a program in Seattle, 
Washington. There are two 
separate aspects of the program; 
which is funded by a small loan 
from the DEF. One part is on 
the municipal level and the 
other is a pilot program to 
teach people to home compost. 
Bob McNeil is the coordinator of 
the home composting program. 

After several weeks of 
classes there are now 45 Master 
Composters! These volunteers 
were then divided into five 
groups to set up various 
composting sites in the New 
London County . The sites are 
located in Norwich, East Lyme, 
New London and Mystic. A fifth 
location will be in the Windham 
area. Volunteers man t}).ese 
sites on the weekends, turning 
the compost piles, adding 
compost and answering the 
publics questions regarding home 
composting. 

Volunteers are also 
available to go the people's 
homes to give one-on-one advice. 
Lectures and slides shows are 
also presented to the public 
through the local schools and 
libraries. 

A few of the helpful hints 
learned from Bob were the 
importance of having a good 
Bob will bring composting brocures to 
our Sept. meeting; these have some 
good information. 

r~tio of browns< JeavP.s. ~tc . ) 
to greens(grass clippings, 
manure). A balance is necessary 
for compost to be produced 
effectively. The materials 
should also be chopped up, the 
greater the surface area the 
faster the decomposting . 
Moisture is another !actor. The 
compost pile should be airated 
in some fashion , either by 
turning the pile or a drain pipe 
may be placed in the center of 
the pile. 

There are many ways to 
compost from a simple pile to an 
elaborate wooden bin with a 
cover. There are also numerous 
ways to use the compost: as 
mulch, mixed with potting soil 
or as a way to improve your 
garden. With our many landfills 
closing it is more important 
than ever to get the message 
across to the public-THE TIME 
HAS COME TO HOME COMPOST-DO YOU 
HAVE A COMPOST PILE AT YOUR 
HOUSE? 

Anyone wanting further 
information on home composting 
please contact Bob McNeil at the 
New London Extension Office. 
(t11~,1.oe) 

by Nancy Wolff 

iinterested in a handmade, 
~ garden basket? Baskets :r; 
r- custom · . made to your :(.. 
t specifications. For 
r information contact: , 
t Nancy Wolff (203)434 - 9441 
t: Classes also available. -l 

...1J;ttf 
I ~ l-f1'0 -:f 

v 



Edi tor, cont. 

THE MASTER GARDENING PROGRAM IN 
CONNECTICUT: ROSY FUTURE OR DIM? 

What is in store for the Master Gar
dening programs in CT? As coopera
tive exten s ion services and person
nel are cut, what will that mean 
for our training programs? 

Have you looked at your county 
latelv7 Since you did your train
ing have you kept track of what's 
happening? Are fewer Master Garden
ers being trained? Have you heard 
about the re-organization of exten
sion into three geographic areas? 
Are our programs funded less well 
than previously? 

These are matters of concern to all 
of us and we need to know what is 
happening now and what is being 
planned for the future. 

Some states, Virginia for example, 
have strong programs with many, many 
Master Gardeners engaged in a vari
ety of ongoing programs. When you go 
to the URI conference, take a look 
around at other states, talk to their 
Master Gardeners, look at their ex
hibits, and then take -a look ·at · your 
state with new eyes. 

Keep all this in mind. Ponder it 
through the summer. Maybe you'd 
like to call your extension office 
and ask about the MG program. 

DETACH THIS SECTION AND HAIL IT TO: 

5 

-_. 

(OUL~ 0~ ~ OF '/OU t'\~'ST~ G,1/e't)EA/ie'S 
P\,S:AS( TLl.1.- 11\t: iMJfaT~ Wll!O.tHi. k.)l'Ttf 

ffl fAk E>EORC( f t\f.'.S UCt: l\-rttl,£L.F. 

GAIL CONWAY, FAIRFIELD COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE, 
67 STONY HILL RD. BETHEL, CT 06801 or call 
there -- 797-4176 and say you're attending the 
Sept. meeting. 

YES, COUNT HE IN FOR THE SEPTEMBER CAEMG MEETING. I WILL BE BRINGING GUESTS. 

NAME ___________________________ _ 

ADDRESS (optional) ------------------------



CONNECTICUT ASSOCIATION 

OFFICERS 
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\(~era's 
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See pa.9& 
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Robert McNeil, President 
Annemarie Godston, Vice - President 
Jean P. Sparkes, Secretary 
Wendy Maxwell, Treasurer 

OLUME 1 NUMBER 5 NOVEMBER 1988 

THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Our December meeting marks the end of 
our first full year as a statewide 
organization, We have held meetings 
in four areas of the state to en
courage all of our members to attend 
at least one. We expect to continue 
this plan for another year but hope 
that members will attend meetings 
outside their area so that we can get 
to know each other. The alternative 
would be to hold all meetings at the 
same location in the geographical 
center of the state. At a future 
meeting we would like your reaction 
to these plans. 

In our first year we have focused 
on organizational matters and pre
senting programs which we hope have 
been interesting. Our one community 
project (the Hole in the Wall Gang 
Camp garden) is on hold because of a 
change in directors . We hope to con
tinue in the spring. A directory 
containing all members' names, meet
ing dates, and programs, if possible, 
is planned for next year. Interesting 
places to visit and possible tours 
are being considered . We hope, also, 
to find other community activities 
to which we can contribute . As we 
plan ahead we welcome your suggestions 
and support if we are to succeed. 

I look forward to meeting you at the 
annual meeting on December 1 and 
recommend that you visit Comstock 
Ferre, if possible, before the meet
ing. 

Robert McNeil, President 

MASTER GARDENERS 

NEWSLETTER STAFF 
Jeanne Chesanow, Editor 
Nancy Wolff, Assistant Editor 

Carol Vann, Gail Collins: reporters 
or_ .th.is ..i s..s..ua... ----• -- ---- - ~- . -- -

215 CAEMG MEMBERS TO DATE 

NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING 

SPEAKER: DR. ANNE RIDEOUT, Ass o
ciate Director of Coop
erative Extension 

TOPIC: Mas ter Gardener Progra m 

(cont. on p. 10) 
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COMMITTEE WILL PRESENT THE SLATE. 

(Officers, cont. on p. 2) 



1988 MASTER GARDENERS 

New London County: Carol King (Ledyard) 
Lori Brennan (Oakdale), Marie A. Adams 
(Gales - Ferry), Christine B. Kuckert 
(Canterbury), Ronald Bertothy (Chaplin), 
Linda Callahan (Waterford), Dick Muollo 
(Preston), Charlotte ,·Hurlbutt (Waterford), 
Judith Strickland (Waterford), Allen 
Fitzgerald (Norwich), Ina K. Goldberg 
(Norwich), Robert Michael Lewis (Wind
ham), Larry Carver (Bozrah). 

CONGRATULATIONS! Certifications were 
presented at a luncheon on Sept. 30. 

Arlene Hartmann, Master Gardener 
Coordinator for New London County, 
writes: total number of volunteer hours 
780, calls received, 983. The office 
was covered 5 days a week from 9 to 4:30, 
April 11 to Sept. 30. 

WOW! 

Middlesex County : Frank V. Balboni, 
Elizabeth Buckley, Diana Byrne, George 
Cusack, William Dobbs, Chris Dzialo Evans, 
Tara Krause, Dilys McIntyre, Susan Mc 
Namara, Nancy Newcomer, John O'Leary, 
Kathy Correll, Donna W. Soudan, Charmain 
A, Sundell, Doris F. White will receive 
their MG certificates on Nov. 10th at 
a dinner. 
(sent in by Latif Lighari, Cooperative 
Extension Agricultural Agent for Middle
sex County) • 

CONGRATULATIONS, and we hope to see you 
all as members in the CAEMG. 

MaGIC 

What a great acronym for what sounds 
likea great group--Master Gardeners 
International Corporation, an outgrowth 
of the 1987 Conference of Master Garden
ers. The word i nternat i ona 1 in the 
title refers to the Caaadian and USA 
membership. MaGIC's purposes are to 
promote communication and exchange of 
scientific information among MG's and 
to advance home horticulture. They 
will publish a quarterly newsletter 
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MaGIC continued 

starting this fall. 
Bob McNeil has sent for some member

ship applications and will bring them to 
our Dec. meeting. You can also contact 
them at 2904 Cameron Mills Rd., Alexandria. 
VA 22302 for more information and an appli
cation. 

* 

Officers, continued from page 1. 

The nominating committee has asked the 
same officers to continue and Bob Mc 
Neil and Wendy Maxwell have agreed. 
Annemarie Godston, under the pressure 
of many other activities, cannot serve 
again. Jean Sparkes (now sec'y) -would 
be wi 11 ing to serve al VP for next year 
if we could find another secretary. 
And that is where the nominating committee 
is as this newsletter goes to press. 
The complete slate will be presented at 
the Dec. meeting. 

We have reserved one booth (8 1xl0 1 with a 
61 table) for the Portland, Orgeon MG 
conference on OCt. 11-14, 1989. Reserving 
it was easy--getting our exhibit ready 
will be somewhat harder, although with 
many hands to pitch in and some advance 
planning, we can get something good to
gether by then for sure . 

* * 

In 1991 (mark your calendars now!) 
there will be a big conference of MGs 
jointly sponsored by Michigan and Ontario, 
Canada •• 

* 

From the Editor's Desk ••• • •••••••••••• 

Coming in our next issue, an article 
by Bob Taylor with all sorts of tips on 
caring for perennials. 

Thanks to Frank Lipski for the compost 
article, in hopes he'll send me more ,·of his 
excellent writing (his articles appear in 
The Green Thumbprint, newsletter of the 
Knox Foundation~ 



A~ ou~ September meeting I sat next to Carol Vann, one of the CAEMG's most 
en~hus1~st1c members. She was taking the most amazing shorthand notes on Alton 
El1saon s_talk. I asked her if she would send me the notes (in English!) and 
she was kind ~nough to_write up the following account of Mr. Eliason's lively 
talk on organic gardening. 

Carol also designed a mountain laurel logo for the CAEMG logo competition.(G) 

THANKS, CAROL! 

ALTON ELIASON, THE RACCOON FENCE MAN (only one of his many titles!) 
by Carol Vann 

Mr. Eliason talked about the importance of using leaves in the garden for 
fertilizer as well as for mulch. 

From his own personal experience, he shared with us interesting 
information on Reemay,*which is a polyspun woven cloth made out of 
polypropylene. You lay this cloth over your seeds after you plant and 
place something on the edges to hold it down, the insects can't penetrate 
it but the sun, air and water can. Mr. Eliason said Reemay*is fantastic 
for insect control and helps yields mature more quickly. Pell, the 
largest strawberry grower in the State, uses Reemay*and has strawberries 
ready for picking around May 30th. 

Mr. Eliason said it's a good idea to put clear plastic on your garden 
early in the season to help warm the soil, and can increase the 
temperature of your soil from as much as 10-15 degrees. 

Upjohn, one of the biggest maufacturers of pesticides and herbicides, is 
now developing biological controls, such as Reemay.,·, (Editor's note: Upjohn 
makes no claims for the insect-controlling properties of Reemay.) 
Below, is a partial list of problems and solutions Mr. Eliason 
recommended: 

Apple Maggot - fly on outside of apple lays its eggs, then railroads 
right through apple. 

Hr. Eliason brought an interesting gismo with him, developed by Ladd in 
Vermont. It was a square piece of yellow plastic with a red rubber ball 
built into the center of it. This was designed for use in apple trees to 
keep the apple maggot from attacking your apples. He said to hang poles 
with these things attached to them around the middle of June, because the 
apple maggot comes out around the 1st of July. 
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Mr. Eliason said polypropylene is not advisable in the heat of the summer 
because this could cause overheating of plants. It is important to place 
the cloth on l~se enough so there is some mobility when the plants lift up 
to grow they will have enough room to grow. 



RACCOON FENCE MAN continued 

Cutworms - Cutworms are night flying moths. Early in the Spring, set out 
night light to attract night flying moths and it should help control 
cutworms. If you use an ordinary buglight, put it up high enough so no 
one will get electrocuted. (Editor: Alton advised taking off the ptotect.i .ll~ wire• .bands 
around the light, leaving it exposed - -hence dangerous and needing to be put out of the way). 

Weeds - A question was raised on weeds under the Reemay*and how to get to 
them. Mr, Eliason said when it's time to thin out seedlings you can pull 
the weeds out too, simply by removing the Reemay~ Thin seedlings and 
remove weeds, follow by adding mulch, then cover garden back up with the 
Reemay. He said horse manure is a good mulch, because it's very readily 
available, but be sure it's composted, otherwise you will have a green 
carpet of weeds. 

Deer - In response to a question raised on how to prevent deer from eating 
tomatoes and beans in the garden, Mr. Eliason said there is a product on 
the market called Hinder. Or, you could try placing 4 ft . of 1 1/2" - 2" 
chicken wire fence down around the garden. The deer won't walk into it 
because supposedly it hurts their hooves. 

.,_ 

Bees - Mr. Eliason reminded us to remove Reemay"from crops dependent on 
bees for pollination; with one exception, there is an ant that pollinates. 

Woodchucks/Raccoons - Mr . Eliason is quite a famous man, and he is known 
to many of us as the "Raccoon Fence Man." He wrote an article entitled, 
"Controlling the Clever Raccoon," published in the Natural Farmer 
Magazine. Mr. Eliason said he takes 3"-6"of black plastic and clips it 
on the outside of his fence with clothes pins. Takes 2 x 4s pressurized, 
cuts off 4 ft., uses a wire staple to attach onto strips of wood, Mr. 
Eliason chuckled when he told this tale, and said the whole principle is 
the raccoon will try to climb up, but will slip on the black plastic and 
fall down. The raccoon always knows when to come after the corn -- comes 
out the night before you are going to pick it. 

Birds - Birds love to eat blueberries. Birds can be controlled on almost 
anything except blueberries. Mr. Eliason said he uses chicken wire on top 
of the netting and puts stickem on the poles, which he makes out of PVC, 
makes a roost on one side of the netting and applies the stickem. Birds 
will land on the roost and get their feathers stuck. This scares them from 
coming back. 

Stickem - What exactly is this stickem stuff? Stickem is the old name. 
Tangle Trap *~r Tangle Foot*1s the new name. 

Slugs - Beer. Also, they don't like anything that is gritty, like sand or 
leaves. 



Mr . Elia s on said if he applies leaves in the Spring, he always add s 
c hi c ken ma nure first a s fertilizer befor e adding the leaves. 

In t he Fall , he make s two planting s of buckwheat as a cover crop . In 60 
days , i t g oes to se e d as the frost kills it. Tills under the buckwheat, 
a nd throw s in s o me sweet c lover, and i t start s g r owing in the Sp r ing . If 
yo u put l e av es o n i n the Fall, make s ur e y ou grow a cov e r crop. Thr ow 
win ter rye o n . 

J ap a n ese Bee tle s - Milky Spor e 
Bl ig h ts - Mos t a r e s pread by i n se cts. If y ou keep i nsect s off , th is 

lesse n s y our c h a nc es of get t ing blight. 
Bla c k Ro t and Brown Rot on Peach es - One Spr ay of Fe rb an 

,',Reemay is one brand name for spun fabr ic used t o cover p l ants as t hey grow. Generally 
known as row cov:rs,t hese fabrics are made of ei t her po l yes t er ( l ig ht er wei ght, best 
for season - long insect contr o l) or polypropylene (heavier ; h igher heat build - up 
makes these covers best for early spring and fal l t o extend grow i ng season, protect 
plants from frost) . 100 feet of e i ther wi ll cost abou t $20 . 00 . (Editor ' s note.) 

""'' Tangle -T rap is a product used to coat re d sphe r e traps (11 red rubber ba l I" ) 
and to re - coat yellow st i cky bars. Spread on with a piece o f plas ti c cut from a 
milk jug (suggested by the Natura l Gardening Research Center in their book let 
1988 Guide to Safe, Natu r a l Control of Garden Insects and Diseases . Free booklet 
from the cente~wy. 48 -- PO Box 149-,- Sunman, IN 47041). 

Tang l efoot (Tree Tanglefoot) is s pread or sprayed in a 2 to 411 band on tree trunks, 
stems of vegetables and flowers. Keeps birds away from fruits and squ i rrels from 
bi rd feeders. (Edi tor) • 

If any of you have questions for Mr. Eliason, ca ll h im at 484 - 0277 and he 'l l 
be glad to help you . He i s an enthusiast on the subject of organic gardening and 
wants to spread the word to everyone. He writes (among many other things) a column 
called The Organic Garden for the Northford- Nor t h Branford Citizen . He handed out 
copies of this column to all who were at our Sept ember meeting. In looking over 
these I found the greatest col lection of hints. One example out of the many - -
Juicy Fruit gum as a bait for moles. He' ll te ll you just how to use the gum if 
you cal l him. Another source ( i n add i tion to the one I l i sted above) for natural 
and biological contro l s is The Necessary Trading Co. New Castle , VA 24127 
(1 isted in Al ' s Aug. 24th co l umn). 

Al l in all we had a great even in g in Bet hel and learned a number of 
fascinating facts about organ ic methods of growing . 

THANKS to Joe Maisano and Gai l Conway for making us 
welcome in Bethel. 
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IT"S THE IAW! by Gail Coll ins 

At the end of September, Congress reauthorized the 1972 Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide & Rodenticide Act. Some controversial provisions 
were deleted to insure passage of 'FIFRA Lite". An 8 year deadline for 
reregistration of old pesticides was established, a reregistration fee schedule 
for manufacturers set up, EPA no longer pays for unused rejected pesticides out 
of its budget, and rules for storage and disposal of these products have been 
enacted. The Act does not:address uniform national standards for pesticide 
residues in foods, protect farmers from liability for environmental damage 
caused by pesticide use consider pollution of ground water by pesticides. 
Apparently these issues'will be reintroduced next year. 

On the heels of FIFRA reauthorization, the EPA has lifted the ban on 
pesticide residues known to be carcinogenic in processed foods under certain 
conditions. By using risk-benefit analysis, a procedure that it employs in 
evaluating residue levels of noncarcino?enic pesticides in foods, the EPA is 
instituting a 'negligable risk approach it believes is more consistent with 
the evaluation of other pesticide health risks. Critics say the risk-benefit 
approach is poorly defined, The policy may be challenged in court. 

The Connecticut Legislature, meanwhile, passed a farmers' potable water 
liability act(PA 88-211). It applies to pesticide groundwater pollution dis
covered on or after the bill's passage. Farmers who meet its criteria do not 
have to provide potable water to those whose wells become contaminated with the 
pesticides they use. Criteria include: annual gross sales of $1000 or more during 
each calendar year of pesticide application, use of the pesticide solely for 
agricultural production, agreement to subnit and implement a plan in accord-
ance with UCONN approved guidelines to minimize potential ground water contam
ination, maintenance of the plan and of required records for 20 years. 
Application of available IPM techniques is included in the specific requirements. 

PA 88-247, An Act Concerning Notification of the Application of Pesticides, 
and Integrated Pest Management and Establishing a Pesticide Notification Task 
Force is effective in October, 1988, except for the sign regulations which must 
be promulgated by October, 1989. Pesticide application businesses musl notify 
any abuting owner or tenant who requests notification prior to applying pesti
cides within 100 yards of any property line. Any person aaplying pesticides 
outdoors within 100 yards of any property line must post signs conspicuously at 
ap!lication time. A task force will study pesticide applications made to agri
cutural lands, rights of way, distribution lines and roadsides. Another pro
vision re~uires state agencies to consider IPM when applying pesticides, de
fined as' a cpmprehensive strategy aimed primarily at maintaining high crop 
quality with minimum pesticide use." 

Finally, a major effort to obtain an additional $15 million for state 
purchase of open space through the Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust 
Program was successful. Because of the budget deficit, open space proponents 
are already rolling up their sleeves to assure funding renewal in the next 
session, which begins January 4th. 

Compiled from: Congressional Quarterly, 9/17/88, p.2602; The Christian Science 
Monitor, 10/13/88, p.3; Sunmary of 1988 Public Acts, Office of Legislative 
Research, Conn. General Assembly, Hartford. 
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-··- --···- --- -------------------- -------
Those interested are invited to visit Comstock Ferre across the street from t:Je 
church before the meeting . Interesting exhibits of plants , crafts , etc . 
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RIDEOUT continued 
Dr. Rideout is Associate Director of Cooperative Extension for the state. Her 
schedule is a hectic one and we are really fortunate to have been able to get 
her to come and talk to us. A lively and wel I-informed speaker, her topic 
will be the Master Gardener program in Connecticut, in particular the new organ
ization (three regions) and h°" it will affect the HG program. 

* * * * * 
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If the weather looks threatening on the first of December and you are wondering, 
"Will there be a CAEMG meeting tonight?'', please call one of the following people. 
They will tell you if the meeting is ON or OFF. (And OFF really means OFF because 
we have not scheduled an alternate date.) 

Bob McNeil (Niantic) 739- 5134 
Wendy Maxwell (New Haven) 562-8231 
Jean Sparkes {Hoodus) 873-1355 

Annemarie Godston (Wethersfield) 563-4335 
Jeanne Chesan°" (Cheshire) 272-1131 

Harie Dube {North Haven) 239-3983 

ORI VERS 

Bob Sherman (Killingworth) 663-2345 
Dan Noel (Manchester) 646-2421 
Annemarie Godston 563-4335 

PLEASE bring a few cookies or other goodies. We'll have a "taste-in" for the 
first half hour. Also PLEASE call the Middlesex Extension Office {between 8 
and 4) if you plan to attend. 345-4511 

WHY NOT BRING A FRIEND, VISIT COMSTOCK FERRE, GO TO DINNER, AND THEN COME TO THE 
FIRST CHURCH FOR DESSERT •.••••••. WE'RE HOPING FOR A BIG TURNOUT ••••••••••.••••• • 

NEW LONDON EXTENSION OFFICE 
562 NEW LONDON TURNPIKE 
NORWICH, CT 06360 
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